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This module aims to analyze the sociological and anthropological concept of the 

tourist and tourism development. In particular, it analyzed the socioeconomic 

characteristics and parameters influencing the choices of modern tourist, in order to 

deeply understand and interpret their behavior before, during and after the trip. 

Moreover, it attempts, to investigate the role of tourism in social development of host 

communities and to analyze the economic, social, cultural and environmental impacts 

of tourism development. In addition, the quality of life in tourist areas, the 

improvement of social indicators, the concept of social benefits, rights and obligations 

of tourists and the ethics of those involved in tourism        are also crucial issues of this 

course. Finally, the knowledge of the course is completed with analyses of empirical 

data derived from primary survey in various regions of the world which have led to 

the formulation of new theories in tourism and can be applied as patterns in solving 

practical problems related to tourism development process. 

 

After successful attending of the module, the postgraduate students will be able to: 

▪ understand the basic interpretative approaches to social anthropology, 

cultural studies and sociology related to tourism as an interdisciplinary field of 

analysis. 

▪ develop a critical view and sophisticated thought to deal holistic through an 

anthropocentric perspective with the tourist phenomenon. 

https://tourism-pms.aegean.gr/index.php/spoudes/mathimata


▪ evaluate a wide range of theoretical and applied knowledge concerning the 

factors (social and economic) that shape the motives and typologies of 

modern tourists and framed the development of the tourist phenomenon. 

▪ understand the communication framework between tourists and local 

communities. 

▪ evaluate the wider impacts of tourism development and the changes that 

tourism induces in the host communities. 

▪ recognize and evaluate issues and ethical dilemmas posed in the context of 

tourism. 

▪ analyze issues concerning tourist behaviors and choices as well as 

development policies of tourist destinations. 

▪ understand the importance and necessity of sustainable tourism 

development. 

▪ apply sustainable practices in tourism. 

General Competences  

Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must 

acquire (as these appear in the Diploma Supplement and appear below), at which of 

the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of 

data and information, with the use 

of the necessary technology  

Adapting to new situations  

Decision-making  

Working independently  

Team work 

Working in an international 

environment  

Working in an interdisciplinary 

environment  

Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  

Respect for difference and multiculturalism  

Respect for the natural environment  

Showing social, professional and ethical 

responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues  

Criticism and self-criticism  

Production of free, creative and inductive 

thinking 

…… 

Others… 

……. 

▪ Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of 

the necessary technology  

▪ Respect for difference and multiculturalism 

▪ Respect for the natural environment 

▪ Adapting to new situations  

▪ Decision-making  



▪ Working independently  

▪ Team work 

▪ Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 

 

SYLLABUS 

▪ Conceptual Approach in Tourist and Tourism. Social and economic factors 

that contributed to the configuration of Modern Tourism 

▪ Tourism as a Field of Research and Analysis of Social Sciences. Conceptual 

approach in Sociology of tourism. 

▪ Tourism as a ritual in the concept of V. Turner analysis and the view of 

tourism as a form of imperialism (D. Nash) 

▪ Touristic Features, Typologies and Travel Motivations.  

▪ Sociological and Anthropological Approaches of the contact between tourists 

and hosts.  

▪ Social and Cultural Impacts and Changes in Host Communities. Theoretical 

Approaches of the Stages of Development of a Tourist Destination. 

Sociological and Developmental Extensions 

▪ Investigation of tourism from the perspective of the host society and analysis 

of issues of social change, "continuity" and "discontinuity" of local 

communities (examples of local tourism development). 

▪ Perspectives for terms "authenticity", "cultural heritage", "hospitality", and 

"nostalgia" as cultural practices and their performances in Greece and 

internationally (analyses of representative case studies). 

▪ Ethics in Tourism. Rights - Obligations of Tourists, Local Communities, 

Governments, Enterprises, Environment. 

TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 

Face-to-face, Distance learning, 

etc. 

▪ Face-to-Face 

▪ Synchronous Distance Learning using New 

Technologies 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, 

laboratory education, 

communication with students 

▪ Use of ICT in teaching (PowerPoint 

presentations delivered over BBB, a web-

based synchronous-learning platform)  

 

▪ Communication with students on the 

Moodle platform and by email 



 

▪ PowerPoint slides and related learning 

material are uploaded on the Moodle 

platform to facilitate the learning process. 

 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

The manner and methods of 

teaching are described in detail. 

Lectures, seminars, laboratory 

practice, fieldwork, study and 

analysis of bibliography, 

tutorials, placements, clinical 

practice, art workshop, 

interactive teaching, 

educational visits, project, essay 

writing, artistic creativity, etc. 

 

The student's study hours for 

each learning activity are given 

as well as the hours of non-

directed study according to the 

principles of the ECTS 

Activity Semester workload 

Lectures 39 

Case studies’ analysis 16 

Interactive teaching 10 

Project 45 

Self-directed Study 40 

  

  

Course total  150 

  

  
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

EVALUATION 

Description of the evaluation 

procedure 

 

Language of evaluation, 

methods of evaluation, 

summative or conclusive, 

multiple choice questionnaires, 

short-answer questions, open-

ended questions, problem 

solving, written work, 

essay/report, oral examination, 

▪ The language of evaluation is Greek. 

 

▪ a written individual or group coursework 

(which accounts for 50% of the total mark) 

and 

▪ a final written examination (which accounts 

for 50% of the total mark),  



public presentation, laboratory 

work, clinical examination of 

patient, art interpretation, other 

 

Specifically-defined evaluation 

criteria are given, and if and 

where they are accessible to 

students. 
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